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part of the posterior free margin of the internal ptery-
goid plate. Between these two a larger middle portion,
lying against the inner surface of the pterygoid muscle,
passes directly into the buccinator; it forms with the
latter, therefore, one muscle, which might be called the
stomato-pharyngeus. This muscle is, however, generally
understood to be interrupted by a narrow tendinous band,
which is observed in that part which is in relation with
the greater pterygoid muscle, and the portion in front of
this ligament is called the buccinator muscle; the portion
situated behind it, which is directly continuous with the
two first-mentioned parts of the superior constrictor, is
known as the bucco-pharyngeus. The divergence of the
fibres is not so striking in this muscle, though its lower
margin is seen distinctly to descend, and its upper
margin ascends to the base of the skull, to which it is
attached by a narrow prolongation.

In spite of a certain similarity in their arrangement,
the three constrictors have each a significance of their
own. The two lower ones, namely, are only brought into
service in the act of swallowing; for, always being in the
contracted state, they press the larynx and the ends of
the greater horns of the hyoid bone against the posterior
wall of the pharynx, and can only be called into action
during the passage of food. The upper constrictor has,
however, a free space in front of it which it can diminish
by its own contraction. We shall presently show the
part which such a movement plays in the formation of
articulate sounds, and how the superior constrictor thus
assumes the character of a muscle belonging to the action
of speech just as much as the two lower ones assume
that of loop-muscles.